[Vectorial and congenital transmission of Trypanosoma cruzi in Las Lomitas, Formosa].
Chagas disease, caused by Trypanosoma cruzi, is a major cause of morbidity and mortality in Latin America. The objective of this study was to describe the rate of infestation in four aboriginal communities in Las Lomitas (Great Chaco Region), Formosa, Argentina; the rate of infection in children residing in these communities, in blood donors and in pregnant women who received care at the Hospital Las Lomitas, as well as the rate of congenital infection in children born to women infected during the study period. The rate of infestation of 172 households evaluated in 2006 reached 32%. Prevalence of infection among 445 people was 17.5% and in children under 5 years old it was 8.6%. The rate of infection reached 18.6% in blood donors and 29.1% in pregnant women. The rate of infection among 47 children born to infected women, and living in residences under vectorial surveillance was 17.0%. These infections were considered as congenital. This study showed indexes compatible with active vectorial transmission at the beginning. After vectorial control with insecticides the infestation rate has been reduced to 3.3%. The local health system has introduced high impact procedures of primary and secondary prevention in order to prevent new cases and to treat infected people.